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boon found to bo hydrogon 45 to 50 percent,, hydrocarbons 86 per cent., 
carbon monoxide 2 to 3 per cent., of these Uio hydrocarbons havo only n 
slight narcotic offect, and nil the other Ingredients, except carbon monoxide, 
arc harmless, so that It would scorn safe to ascribe to this latter constituent 
tho toxicity, Tboy found lu experimenting with frogs that tho Illuminating 
gas proved to bo much mure )>oisonous than pure carbon monoxide, despite 
tho fact that tho former In this Instaiico contained but 0.7 per cent, of tho 
lattor, To what illuminating gar owes Its increased toxicity It was impossi¬ 
ble to decide, owing to its complex composition .-—Archiv f&r I'atholoyit und 
Pharuiakologic, UK)2, Hand xlvlli,, p, 100, 
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Two Oases of Congenital Disease of the Left Heart, —Throdo it b Fibiikb 
(Hriii*h Medical Journal, March 15, 1002, p, 039) reports two cases of con¬ 
genital disease of tho left heart In Infants, with the post-mortem findings In 
each coso, The first caso was a rather small, anrcmlo malo infant, aged 
fifteen months. Tlicro was a slight dogreo of cyanosis, but no clubbing of 
the flngors, The mothor stated that at birth the child was very blue, nnd 
at frequent intervals since bad suffered attacks of dyspnoea, upon which 
occasions cyanosis was marked. Tho apex-beat was In the fifth interspace, 
about oue-quartcr of an Inch outside tho nipple tine. A high-pitched 
systolic murmur was hoard over the entire cardiac area, but was not trans¬ 
mitted boyond the limits of the heart nor heard behind. The second sound 
at the pulmonary cartilage was sharp, but olsewhcro was rather dull, At 
tho apox threo sounds were audible, with something of a bruit de gafap 
rhythm. At autopsy tho heart was found much hypertrophied, the enlarge¬ 
ment being mainly of tho right ventricle. The pulmonary artery was doublo 
the sho of tho aorta, Tho tricuspid orifice was unusually large, while tho 
mitral was stenosed, tho latter measuring but 5 mm. across. In addition to 
tho thickened and drawn-together flaps of the valvos, as In ordinary mitral 
stenosis, there was present a perforated diaphragm formed by a circular 
membrane, and attached to tho bases of tho mitral flaps. The aorta was 
constricted abovo tho point of entry of (ho ductus arteriosus, The ductus 
arteriosus was patent, while tho septum ventrlculorum and foramen ovale 

wero normal, 

Tho second caso was one of aortic stenosis, in an infant, aged four and a 
half months, in which the segments of tho aortic valves were much thickened 
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and adherent to one another. The left ventricle was hypertrophied; the 
other valvular orifices were normal. An Interesting fact In connection with 
this caso was that about threo months before the birth of the child the 
mother had suffered from a painful swelling of the knee, which lasted a 
few days. 

The writer has been able to find few records of cases of congenital mitral 
otenoils. In the first case described the origin of the perforated diaphragm 
is obscure. It Is dltllcult to see how It could have been produced by endo¬ 
carditis, since the membrane did not occupy tho usual sitoof rheumatic 
vegetations. Instances of congenital, aortic stenosis are moro numerous, 
Iinuchfuss having recorded twenty-four cases, tho majority of which wero 
apparently due to endocarditis. Cases in which two segments of an aortic 
valvo aro adherent to one another are not rare, but whether such a condition 
is duo to endocarditis or Is a malformation is not clear. It is a curious fact 
tlmt when only two aortic segments are present tho valve is more likely to 

become affected with endocarditis durlne adult Ilfo than when the normal 
threo segments are present, Parkea Weber argues from this that In somo 
of tho cases of aortic disease in adults, where two segments are found 
adherent, tho adhesion has really existed from foetal life. On the other 
hand, Fisher has met with specimens in tho post-mortem room which illus¬ 
trate various stages in tho development of such adhesions during adult life. 
The dlseaso Is ono of adult life, yet it is possible that a similar Inflammation 
may attack the valves of the foetus. This would be especially probable if 
ono could connect tho valvular disease with syphilis, but of such an associa¬ 
tion tliero Bcoms to be littlo evidence. While, however, other causes of 
foetal endocarditis besides rheumatism may exist, In tho caso of congenital 
dlseaso of the aortic valves recorded above, the thickening, although well 
marked, resembled (hat commonly seen in rheumatism, and the history 
given by tho mother leaves littlo doubt that rheumatism was the cause. 

Euquinine In Pediatric Practice.— Rocaz, in a communication to the 
SoctiHd do Mtfdeclne et de Chlrurglo de Bordeaux, February 14, 1902 (Revue 
MeimieUc dei Maladiei deCEi\fance t July, 1902, p. 330) considers the avail¬ 
ability of this drug for administration to children, because of its almost 
total lack of unpleasant taste. Euquinine is the ethylcarbonfc ether of 
quinine, occurring as white, needlo-llke crystals, melting at 203° F., spar¬ 
ingly solublo in water, but very readily in ether, chloroform, and alcohol. 
With acids it forms salts which are equally insoluble in water, except the 
chlorhydrate, which is very soluble and has a very unpleasant taste, pre¬ 
senting no advantages over the chlorhydrate of quinine. In his investiga¬ 
tions Itocaz has always used the euquinine, and not its salts, administering 
it in suspension in a coffeespoonful of sugar-water. It was always taken 
without repugnance. In several cases in which it was thus prescribed and 
readily taken, tho administration of quinino by the mouth had been Impos¬ 
sible. It also has the advantage of being well tolernted by the digestive 
tract even when given in massive doses. 

Experiment* to test the absorption of euquinine showed that elimination 
by tho urino began between the first and second hour after administration, 
reaching its maximum after seven hours. These conclusions agree with 



